
The Equal 
Justice Awards

T he Equal Justice Awards celebrate philan-
thropy and volunteerism within the legal 
community and recognize those who have 
advanced the mission of Jacksonville Area 

Legal Aid – providing justice for the poor and mar-
ginalized – through volunteer pro bono service, phi-
lanthropy, and an unwavering dedication to fairness 
and equality. Since 1999, Jacksonville Area Legal Aid 
has honored an individual or organization that has 
done the most to promote the cause of equal justice 
for low-income persons with the Robert J. Beckham 
Equal Justice Award.

The award is named in honor of the late Rob-
ert J. Beckham, Esq., a longtime supporter of JALA 
and past recipient of the award. Beckham helped 
free Chad Heins from a life prison sentence in 2007 
based on DNA evidence. Heins had been convicted 
of first-degree murder in the 1994 stabbing death of 
his pregnant sister-in-law. Working for free with the 
Innocence Project, Beckham had Heins’ conviction 
set aside.

EVENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

The honorees for the 18th annual award were William J. Sheppard and 
Samuel S. Jacobson

William J. Sheppard, a board certified criminal trial lawyer, has estab-
lished a reputation as a preeminent criminal defense, civil rights and ap-
pellate attorney during his nearly 50 years practicing law by committing 
both himself and his practice to his clients’ cases. Throughout his career, he 
has fought at every level of the judicial system for individuals’ protections 
against violations of their rights and he has litigated virtually every type of 
criminal case, from death penalty cases to complex white-collar defense.

Samuel S. Jacobson is frequently engaged for complex cases, both civil 
and family. He has won recognition in ratings by Jacksonville lawyers in 
both areas. His work in recent years has come to include substantial em-
phasis upon complex marital and family cases. His clients in all areas come 
to him largely by referral from other lawyers. He has represented lawyers, 
law firms, and judges, as well as clients referred by them.

Equal Justice Awards Honorees William “Bill” Sheppard and Samuel S. Jacobson with 
James A. Kowalski Jr., the executive director of Jacksonville Area Legal Aid 
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